Leviticus

Leviticus 17

Introduction 

The right use of blood had been set forth in Leviticus 16; Leviticus 17 proscribed the abuse of blood and hence also introduced the prescriptions (Leviticus 18:1 – 22:16) how the Israelites were to orient their lives around the sanctuary by defilement and relating all that they did to God’s sanctifying presence with them in the sanctuary.

The use of blood from animals for atonement (17:1-16)

Defilement of the land (18:1-30)

Holiness of the congregation (19:1-37)

Penalties for defilement of the land (20:1-27)

Holiness of the priesthood (21:1 – 22:16)

Animals acceptable for sacrifice (22:17-33)

Understanding the Text 

Penalty for misplaced ritual slaughter (17:2-7)

Penalty for misplaced sacrifices (17:8-9)

Penalty for eating blood (17:10)

Mandate for the use of blood in the rite of atonement (17:11)

Prohibition of eating blood (17:12)

Disposal of blood from game (17:13-14)

Purification from carrion (17:15-16)

1. What are two key terms in this speech? Refer to 17:10-12 and then 17:4,6,10,11,12,13,14.

Ritual Agent

2. Concerning the rite for the Day of Atonement, instruction was given to Aaron from Moses; in this speech, who was Moses commanded to address (17:1)? With whom did the ritual responsibility reside (17:3; see also 17:8)? Was any place of individual preference satisfactory for personal / private sacrifices? Why were the personal and corporate sacrifices viewed together?

3. With what kind of worship were the Israelites and the aliens forbidden to participate? See also II Chronicles 11:15.

Ritual Location

4. Besides the command to offer sacrifices only to the Lord, the right place for sacrifice was prescribed. What was the only place for the ritual slaughter of animals? Why? (17:6, 11; see also Jeremiah 2-3; Ezekiel 16). What was the consequence of sacrificing animal apart from the entrance to the Tent of Meeting?

Ritual Material

5. Location and agents distinguished Israel from its neighbors; Israel was also set apart from its animist neighbors by its use of blood.
 Since the Lord gave life, to whom did the blood belong? And therefore because the blood is the life (17:14), what actions were prohibited (17:5,7)?

6. If the Lord did not establish the sanctity of animal life in 17:4, what had He declared?

7. However, when hunting game, what action was permitted with the blood?

Ritual Function

8. What do the blood rites presuppose about the relationship between the Lord and man?

9. True or false: The people gave the lives of their animals to God in exchange for their own lives. What is the reason for your answer?

10. Therefore what was the consequence of a misappropriation of the blood (17:9,10,14)?

Fulfillment by Christ

11. For what did the centralization of all sacrifices prepare? Consider John 1:51; 4:19-24; 14:1-7 and Ephesians 2:13,18. When offered apart from Jesus Christ, what are all sacrifices considered (Hebrews 13:15; I Peter 2:5)?

12. The early Church, as Gentiles were brought into the faith, struggled with the prohibitions of Leviticus 17. How did the Christians resolve the issues at that time (Acts 15:20,29)?

13. Read I Corinthians 10:20-21. How are we counseled for participation in non-Christian services? What other guidance does this offer in regard to corporate worship?

14. Why doesn’t Christ’s institution of the holy communion violate the prohibition against drinking blood (I Corinthians 11:17-32; consider also John 6:53-56)? Where has His blood been offered (Hebrews 9:11-12)? And what has His blood accomplished for us (Hebrews 9:13-14; 10:19; 10:29 & 13:20-21; Revelation 12:11)?

Ritual Defilement of the Land by Sexual Immorality

Leviticus 18

 Understanding the Text

The two sets of laws, 18:7-17 and 18:18-23, are framed by “I am the Lord your God” (18:2,4 & 18:30), by “do” (18:3-5 & 18:26-30), by the paired terms “rules” & “statutes” (18:4,5 & 18:26) and by “land” (18:3 & 18:25,27,28). The final admonition begins and ends with a warning against self-defilement (18:24,30).

Ritual Agents

1. The language employed in addressing another usually indicates the character of the relationship. How are the speaker and the audience named in verses 1-5? What is signified by those names? How does the manner of address change in verse 6? Though each adult male is addressed, what suggests that the prohibitions were not primarily concerned with individual rights?

2. A stark contrast was drawn between the Israelites and the Egyptians & Canaanites; how had that served as a warning for the Israelites?

Ritual Location 

3. The Israelites were being brought out of Egypt into the land that the Lord had promised to Abraham and his descendants. What might happen when a migrant people leaves its original land and is about to enter a new land? How were the Israelites to have distinguished themselves?

4. As the Lord is holy, His people are to be holy in the land to which He is bringing them; what does this suggest about the bond between the Lord and the land?

Ritual Taboos

5. The first group of prohibitions covers taboos against _______________. The two reasons incest is forbidden are:

· 18:6,12,13,17

· 18:7,10,14,17

6. The second set covers taboos against _______________. The prohibitions, including the rule against child sacrifice, address the abuse of ____________________. In general the sexual perversions prohibited here are violations of ___________________. 

Ritual Theological Significance

7. Economic privilege and power—treating women and children as if they were property—are not identified as reasons for the statutes, neither is the modern issue of genetics. The chief issue is one of boundaries set forth in creation: 18:7-17 refers to the order of _______________; 18:22 refers to the order of _______________; 18:23 refers to the order of _______________.

8. To breach a boundary was rebellion against God, both as __________ and as _________; and when a boundary was broken, the flow of _______________ from God to people was impeded or prevented.

9. Why was the land affected by sexual immorality?

Fulfillment by Christ

10. Though the topic is sexuality, the ordinances fall under the declaration of 18:5, “If a person does them, he shall live by them: I am the Lord.” However, rather than teaching that the laws could ever be used as a means to gain life from God, how does Paul teach Leviticus 18:5 in Galatians 3:12 and Romans 10:5?

11. How has our Lord expounded Leviticus 18:5 in the parable of the Good Samaritan? Yet who alone has done them and lived by them? See John 3:16; 5:26; 10:10; 17:2.

12. Discuss how Romans 1:18-32 addresses the same themes as Leviticus 18.

13. The boundaries set in Genesis 1-2 and reiterated in Leviticus 18 also pertain to the present time. Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-20. How has Paul recreated, in the person and work of Christ Jesus, our attitude toward sexuality? See also 2 Corinthians 12:21; Galatians 5:19; Ephesians 5:3; and Colossians 3:5. Besides the specific acts that are forbidden, how has Jesus deepened the demand of the law in Matthew 5:27-30 and Matthew 15:19?

14. The Israelites were to cut off from their midst those who refused to disengage from perversions. The Church as an institution today continues to face opposition from without and within; how does Paul counsel the Church to respond when these issues arise (1 Corinthians 5:9-13)? Therefore in what way should the Christian understand the judgments executed on Israel (1 Corinthians 10:5-13)?

15. How does Hebrews 13:4 provide a succinct summary of the themes of Leviticus 18?

The Holiness of the Congregation

Leviticus 19

Understanding the Text

Though an initial reading might suggest a lack of order among the laws and statutes, the content is well organized; for 19:5-10 and 19:20-25 pertain to animal sacrifice and agriculture, and 19:11-18 and 19:26-32 are religious commandments. Furthermore, threading through the fabric of the commandments is a specific fiber—with a variation. Identify that “filament.” How does that phrase bind all the laws together?

The main structural device is the repetition of the formula for divine self-introduction. The shorter form of it, “I am the Lord,” is used in 19:12, 14, 16, 18, 28, 30, 32, 37, and the longer form, “I am the Lord your God,” is found in 19:3, 4, 10, 25, 31, 34, 36. Also, the command to keep the Lord’s statutes heads the statutes (19:3), holds their center (19:19), and anchors their end (19:37).

The Ten Commandments were spoken by the Lord in Exodus 20; besides Deuteronomy 5, no other specific list of those laws is recorded. However, other verbatim lists does not indicate their absence from the rest of the Scriptures. Where do you see the Ten Commandments reiterated in this section?

Ritual Agents

1. The Lord instructed Moses to speak to “all the congregation of Israel.” Throughout this speech God addressed Israel in the second person plural and in the second person singular (19:9-10, 12b, 13-14, 15b-18, 19b, 29, 32, 34). Why would the Lord have addressed Israel as a congregation and as individuals?

2. Therefore, though Israelites were occupied in various agricultural endeavors, who were they as a whole? And though Israelites belong to various social classes, who were they as a whole?

Ritual Location

3. When the Lord handed those statutes to the people, where were they? Yet given their content, where alone could they have been observed?

4. The God of Israel let Himself be found and made Himself near in the tent of meeting; the tabernacle occupied a real plot of land. What would that have implied about the land, wherever the tabernacle and the people around it were? How do 19:9-10, 23-24 confirm your answer?

5. Deduce what affect injustice, thievery, apathy, cursing, and greed would have had upon the people. See Deuteronomy 28:58-63.

Holiness

6. Much of this vocabulary was also common in Canaanite religion. How does the repetition of the self-introduction, “I am the Lord,” suggest what is unique about Biblical usage of holy and holiness?

7. Because the Lord possessed _______________ and _______________, His holiness was always _______________ in an ______________________________ and His adherents had to be _______________ in a _______________. In contrast, pagan deities were mere _______________ of faceless natural forces, and thus basically _______________.

8. Read Exodus 19:5,6. How had the Lord depicted Israel? Discuss then 19:2, whether “You shall be holy” was a promise, command, or statement.

9. Since the Lord is holy and Israel is holy, how were the people to regard food (19:5-10)?

10. Since the Lord is holy and Israel is holy, how was the neighbor to be treated (19:11-18)?

11. Since the Lord is holy and Israel is holy, how were different realms to be handled (19:19)?

12. In what other ways was the Lord’s holiness to be lived out (19:20-36)?

13. The laws of holiness were not mere ethical imperatives, demanding that Israelites simply be morally superior to Canaanites; the commands of the Lord were attached to a specific act. On what did the holiness of Israel rest (19:36,37)?

Fulfillment by Christ

1. The Lord’s holiness was placed on Israel, for He had called the people His own through the baptism in the Sea (Exodus 19). What is the Church called (1 Corinthians 1:2) and from where does her new life come (1 Corinthians 1:30)? 

2. The Lord provided access to His holy presence through the mediation of priest and sacrifice. By what are we given access to the Lord (Romans 5:1-2)? What is bestowed upon those granted access to His presence (Ephesians 1:3-4)? How are those who have access to the Lord’s presence to act and live (1 Peter 1:15)?

3. However, if the Church is holy, as the Lord Himself is holy, why is the Sabbath commandment not repeated (Colossians 2:16,17; Hebrews 10:1; cf. Matthew 12:1-14 and also 15:4-6)? If the rest is found neither in a particular space nor by what man thinks that he could accomplish, where is rest given (Matthew 11:28-30; Hebrews 4:1-13)? How does Luther’s explanation of the Third Commandment flow from John 17:17-19 and 1 Timothy 4:5?

4. The commands for holiness presumed that the holy God was dwelling in the midst of Israel. Since no command was given to rebuild a sanctuary, where have the regulations and statutes for the sanctuary been fulfilled (Matthew 12:6; John 2:21)? In place of a sanctuary either of fabric or stone, where does the Lord dwell (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-8)? Therefore those who form His holy body must not ____________________, but rather ____________________ (1 Corinthians 3:9-17).

5. Since they are His sanctuary, His people must give no place to what (1 Corinthians 10:7; 1 John 5:21; 2 Corinthians 6:14-16)? In whose sanctuary are His people found and of whose things do His people partake (1 Corinthians 10:14-22)?

6. Participation in God’s holiness has specific consequences; how do Hebrews 2:11-12, Ephesians 4:22-5:6, and Colossians 3:12-14 describe life among God’s holy people? 

7. The regulations and laws of Leviticus 19 are broadly summarized in two commandments; what are the two “hinges” of the holy life (Matthew 22:34-40)? How far is this love to reach (Luke 10:25-37; Matthew 5:43-48)?

8. How has the Lord Jesus completed the liturgical foundation for participation in God’s holiness?

Leviticus 19 in the New Testament

	Verse
	Theme
	NT
	Prohibition (P) or Exhortation (E)

	3a
	Respect of Parents
	Ephesians 6:1-3; Colossians 3:20
	E

	9-10
	Provision for Needy from Offerings
	Romans 12:13; Ephesians 4:28; James 2:14-16; 1 John 3:14-17 (e.g., Acts 2:45; 4:34-35; Romans 15:26-27; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8:4; 9:1,12; Galatians 2:10)
	E

	11a
	Thievery and Hard Work
	Ephesians 4:28
	P

	11b
	Deception and Fraud
	Ephesians 4:25; Colossians 3:9
	P

	12
	Oaths and Truth
	Matthew 5:33-37; James 5:12
	P

	13
	Exploitation and Injustice
	1 Corinthians 6:7-8; James 5:1-6
	P

	14a
	Cursing and Blessing
	Luke 6:28; 1 Corinthians 4:12; James 4:11-12; 1 Peter 3:9
	P

	14b
	Stumbling Block and Welcoming
	Matthew 18:1-6; Mark 9:42; Luke 17:2; Romans 14:13; 16:17; 1 Corinthians 8:13
	P

	14b,32b
	Fear of God
	Matthew 10:28; 1 Peter 2:17
	E

	15
	Partiality and Mercy
	James 2:12-13; 3:7-12
	P

	16
	Gossip and Constructive Speech
	1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:10; 2 Corinthians 12:20; Ephesians 4:29; James 4:11-12; 1 Peter 2:1
	P

	17
	Rebuke of Those Who Have Sinned
	Luke 17:3; Ephesians 5:11-14; Galatians 6:1-5; 1 Timothy 5:20; 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:9,13; 2:15
	E

	17a
	Hatred and Love
	1 John 2:9-11; 3:15; 4:20
	P

	18a
	Revenge
	Romans 12:19-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:15
	P

	18b
	Love of Neighbor
	Matthew 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27; Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; James 2:8
	E

	29
	Sexual Sins
	1 Corinthians 6:13-20
	P

	37
	Submission to Elders of Church
	1 Peter 5:5a; 1 Timothy 5:1-2
	E


� For other uses of blood, refer to Deuteronomy 32:17; Psalm 16:4; 106:36-39.


� Based on Kleinig, Leviticus, pages 420-421.
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